
 

 

NHS SCOTLAND:  TECHNICAL LANDSCAPE LINKS / OVERVIEW 
 
The current version of the NHS Scotland eHealth Strategy can be found at: 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00472754.pdf 
 
A number of technical strategies underpin the architecture within NHS Scotland:  
 

• The Architecture Principles have been agreed between Scottish Government 
and NHS Health Board as the basis of any future technical design 
considerations. 

• The Infrastructure Strategy outlines the standards used across the 
infrastructure layers of the NHS Scotland estate.  

• The Applications Strategy sets out principles and direction for the provision of 
software solutions and management of the application portfolio across NHS 
Scotland.   

• The Information Assurance Strategy sets out the strategic direction for further 
developing IA capability and embedding an Information Assurance culture 
across NHSScotland. 

• The standards library contains a number of guidance documents on the 
technical standards currently adopted by the NHS Boards.  These are 
continuously evolving. 
 

The current eHealth Strategy will be superseded by a Digital Health and Care 
Strategy in 2017.  This strategy will focus on interoperability and how information will 
be safely shared across health and care services and with the citizen. There will be a 
strong focus on integration and interoperability, underpinned by the adoption of 
agreed standards.   
 
NHS Scotland needs to be confident that any online digital transactions are with the 
correct individual.  Therefore it requires an authentication and verification service 
that offers a secure sign-in service and secure access to online public services.  
eHealth are committed to the adoption of the products and infrastructure available as 
part of the public sector Digital Services Strategy, and myaccount will be the service 
through which patients will authenticate their identity and register for online 
transactional services. 
 
The myaccount is a service provided by the Improvement Service and a specific 
service provider portal can be accessed at:  https://spportal.mycas.org.uk/ 
 
Core to implementing the new architecture is interoperability, through the use of an 
integration engine. This is where data is transformed and then sent to the relevant 
services.  Where legacy systems cannot operate to desired interoperability 
standards the National Integration Platform can transform these non-standard 
messages into a desired standard enabling interoperability and secure transport of 
information. 
 
NHS Scotland has ensured that the CHI number is the 'Enterprise Identifier' across 
the organisation.  The CHI number can be used to assemble patient information held 
across multiple systems, and allow for the integration of devices data into clinical 
systems using common standards such as HL7. 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00472754.pdf
http://www.ehealth.nhs.scot/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/documents/standard-architecture-principles1.pdf
http://www.ehealth.nhs.scot/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/documents/Infrastructure-Strategy.pdf
http://www.ehealth.nhs.scot/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/documents/eHealth-Applications-Strategy.pdf
http://www.ehealth.nhs.scot/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2015/12/IG4-NHSS-Information-Security-Policy-Framework.pdf
http://www.ehealth.nhs.scot/resources/standards-library/
https://spportal.mycas.org.uk/


 

 

 
The use of standards in NHS Scotland is evolving and the direction of travel is to 
move from local standards to the adoption of internationally recognised standards 
and open standards.  As systems are replaced within Health Boards, the required 
standards will be specified to enable integration and reduce the complexity in sharing 
data across systems and organisational boundaries. The following standards are 
currently recommended for adoption: 
 
• CDA 
• PIX 
• IHE 
• BPPC 
• ATNA 
• XCA 
• XCPD 
• PDQ 
• HL7 
• FHIR 
 
In addition to the above, NHS Scotland has a number of locally adopted standards 
that are in widespread use (such as SCI XML and CHI XML). Over time, 
convergence plans will be developed to migrate these to industry recognised 
standards. 
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